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Lesson

In this unit you will be learning about how authors 
of media texts manipulate point of view. This means 
influencing the way the reader thinks and feels about a 
topic. The media texts you will be learning about in this 
unit are news articles and feature articles. You will be 
learning how authors use text structure and language 
features to influence the reader. Let’s begin!

Resources
Digital
Video — Manipulating point of view (2:29)
Learning object — Riddle of the black 
panther: The search (TLF L2850)

Find and prepare
Sheet 1 — English glossary Year 5
Sheet 2 — Guide to manipulating point 
of view
Dictionary

Key terms
attitude, assertion, bias, formality of 
language, manipulate, point of view, 
source 

For definitions and explanations of terms, 
please see the Glossary. 

Keep the Glossary for reference 
throughout this unit. 

Lesson 1ENGLISH
Year 5

�opiic:� Evaluation of evidenie

Seleiting and evaluating evidenie 1

Today you will:

 ► understand how the formality of language in different texts influences an audience

 ► understand how to apply agreed criteria to evaluate and select reliable evidence to 
present a particular point of view.
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My name is Ian. I hear we’ll have to select 
great information from a range of sources 
like people and books. It’s really interesting 
because different people have very different 
ideas about so many issues. Did you know 
this is called a different point of view?

Check this out. Each of these people have a 
very different point of view about ants.

Congratulations! You’ve got the job. You’re 
one of three new cadet journalists here at 
KKW which stands for Kids Know the World. 
Rob’s my name. I’m the editor here at KKW. 
Meet your fellow cadets.

G’day. I’m Cathy. I’m really excited. 
I hear we’re going to be creating our 
very own multimodal feature article. 
Once we’ve submitted our feature 
article we will have completed our 
cadetship here at KKW.
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Understand degrees of formality

Thanks Ian. It’s great to meet you all and to 
have such a great team here at KKW. My name 
is Tracy and I was once a cadet here at KKW 
as well. Did you know that texts vary in their 
purpose, structure, topic and formality?

Yes, all good journalists know that: 
• purpose is why the text was 

written; 
• struiture is how the text was 

written; 
• topii is what the subject of the text 

is; and 
• formality is who the text was 

written for. 
Most of our writing will be pretty 
formal I guess.
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When writing and speaking, it’s important to choose words which suit 
your audience and purpose. Language choices are affected by how 
formal or informal the relationship is between the author or speaker, 
and the audience. 

Formal language uses correct grammar and more complex 
vocabulary. 

My preferred season is summer. I can spend much of my leisure time 
swimming.

Informal language is more relaxed.

I reckon summer is number one! I can muck around in the pool all day!

Note

 

1. Tick the box to show whether you would use formal or informal language in the 
following situations. 

a. A text message or email to a friend.

formal

informal

b. A letter to the principal of your school.

formal

informal

c. An English assessment task about text structures.

formal

informal

d. A letter to the editor of a newspaper.

formal

informal

e. An invitation to a casual barbecue at your place.

formal

informal
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Build awareness of how authors manipulate point of view

2. View the Video — Manipulating point of view 
as an introduction to this unit. It is about the clever  
ways authors influence how a reader thinks and feels 
about a topic.

This video explains that manipulating point of view 
means using evidenie, language and images to 
influence the way a reader thinks and feels about a 
topic. 
Students are told that media texts can include: 
• radio 
• television news 
• books 
• texts on the internet 
• magazine articles 
• newspapers. 

Authors of media articles use language features and structural features to influence 
or change an audience’s point of view. Two authors can write about the same topic 
but have very different effects on readers because of the language, images and 
structure they choose. 

3. In the table below are some terms that you will be using over the course of this unit.  
Use a dictionary to find the meanings. The first one has been done for you.

�erm Meaning

source a thing or place from which something is obtained

reliable

credible

assertion

bias

During the unit you can refer to Sheet 1 — English glossary Year 5 to 
become familiar with terms related to this unit. After the lesson, keep 
this sheet in a safe place to be used in future lessons.

2c:29Video
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In the first four 
lessons we will 
work through a 
learning object 
to learn how to 
find, evaluate 
and use 
evidence.

It’s called 
‘Riddle of the 
black panther’ 
and I hear it’s 
really good fun!

4. Start working through the Learning objeit — Riddle  
of the blaik pantherc: �he searih (TLF L2850) and  
stop at the screen with the information about SAFE  
(as shown below).

Click on each letter in turn to learn about the SAFE test. You will continue to use this 
test throughout the unit to check if evidence is reliable.

Learning objeit

Riddle of the black panther: The search (TLF L2850) 
© Education Services Australia, CC BY-SA 3.0 AU 
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/au
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5. Read the notes about the SAFE test in the ‘Writer’s tips’ column on the first page 
of Sheet 2 — Guide to manipulating point of view. Tick each box as you read these 
notes. In your next lesson you will go to the village of Flotsam and try to get footage 
of the black panther.

Wow! What a great first day. Rob told 
me that we will work through the rest  
of the learning object in Lesson 2.

That’s right Ian, thanks for 
your hard work today. Sheet 2 
is a very important resource. 
You will need to keep it 
somewhere safe to use in your 
lessons. You will need it to 
read summaries of important 
information and to use as a 
checklist when writing your 
own news article. See you in 
the next lesson.

Reading
Remember to complete your daily reading today. You can read at any time, for example, 
when you first wake up, during free time, at bedtime.

You can read texts of any type.

At the end of each text read, reflect upon:
• your enjoyment level
• interesting points about your reading and the text.
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